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in causing evolution." * But it is doing Darwin the barest jus-
tice to allow that his main principle must have been a tremen-
dously important factor in the process, even if environment
is probably " the stimulus rather than the efficient cause" of
evolution. Natural selection is not now generally held to have
brought about evolution: it occupies rather " the more modest
position of simply accelerating, retarding or terminating the
process of otherwise determined change." 2
Neo-Darwinism is an impossible creed for the idealist in
education. A choice between this and some form of Lamarck-
ism is, for us, one "ultimately between the Herodian and the
Magian view and treatment of the child." 3 'Survival of the
fittest' would lead to a policy of selecting only the favoured
children and neglecting the others: and even if attempts were
made to train the latter to be fit their success would be the
failure of others. Educational effort, in a word, would be
merely assistance given to Nature in her process of natural
selection. But our educational creed and policy are otherwise:
we believe that each child born into the world has his own
peculiar contribution to make to mankind as a whole, and that
it is the main task of education to enable him to make this con-
tribution. Thus we aim at providing opportunities for each
individual to find himself, to achieve his own unique person-
ality and individuality: in an oft-used slogan which is perhaps
too narrow to express our full meaning, we talk of erecting
the ladder "from the gutter to the university," which he who
wills may climb. And this is pure Lamarckism.
The root error of the nco-Darwinian philosophy would seem
to spring from its failure to recognize man's power of taking
himself in hand. To consider only one example, man need
not tamely submit to war, folding his hands and saying that,
after all, struggle for existence is in the nature of things, and
that he cannot fight Nature. He must rather say that human
nature can and must rise above such levels. Man is not the
slave of his environment; not only can he adapt himself to it,
but he can adapt it to himself, and this he has done in thousands
 *	MacBride, Evolution, p. 23.
 *	Thomson and Geddes, Evolution, p. 248.	• Ibid.t p. 176.

